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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual propertias or districts. Sea instructions in Guidelines
for Completing Natlonal Registar Forms (Nationat Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking ‘'x’' in the appropriata box or by entering
the requested informatlon. If an item does not apply to the property being documented., anter ““N/A" for *‘not applicable.” For functions, styles, materiais,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property

historic name
other namesfsite number PARADISE HISTORIC DISTRICT

2. Location

stree! & number - MOUNT RAINIER NATIONAL PARK ___Inot for publication
city, town [ Tvicinity
state WASHINGION code WA county LEWIS: PIERCE code 041; 053  zip code
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[:] private [:] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ public-local [X] district 6 buildings
[ ] public-State [ site : sites
{X] public-Federal [ structure : structures
[T object objects
i . [ Total
L lame of related multiple property listing: L. Number of contributing resources previously
Historic Resources of Mount Rainier listed in the National Register ____ 1

ational Park
4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the Nationa! Histeric Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination E] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procadural and professional requirements set forth-in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion| the property [ I meets [_does not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signa'tfe of 7Lnitying official Date
State 6( Fgferal agency and bureau \
=y } :
In my opinion, the prepe mg]é/'sEjdo/esimeet the National Register criteria. DSea continuation sheet.
X VA7 /,_ﬁ AN December 13, 1990 [
bl "l T e
Sighature bt commenting or other official Date

Qffficel of Archaeoclogy and Historic Preservation
Stst\e)/ Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
|, hereby, certify that this property is:
Denlered in the National Register.
E See continuation sheet. -
[CJdetermined eligible for the National
Register. DSee conlinuation shast.
['_ :]delermined not eligible for the
Nationa! Register.

Dremoved from the National Register.
[:J other, (explain;)

Signature of the Keaper Date of Action



R L

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories.n instructions)
DOMESTIC/Hotel; Institutional Housing
GOVERNWMENT/Aaministrative Facilities
RECREATION AND CULTURE/Outdoor Recreation

Current Functi.amer categories from instructlons)
DOMESTIC/Hotel; Institutional Housing -
GOVERNMENT/Administrative Facilities
RECREATION AND CUI TURE/Gutdaor Recrpafi’n(p
\,

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions}

QTHER-RUSTIC STYLE

Materials (enter catagories from instructions)

foundation _Copcrete; Stone
walls _W000/] 0g;Shingle,Stone

roof __WO0D/Shingle
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Tacoma firm of Heath, Grove and bell chosen by the Rainier National Park
Company {RNPC) fo design its first major concession structure--the Paradise

Inn (1917)--produced a romantically eclectic building that harmonized well

with its subalpine setting. The Inn’s steeply-pitched roof, massive log
framing, cedar shingled siding and roofing weathered to a silvery gray, and
native stone masonry echo the colors and contours of the rugged terrain of
Paradise Valley. Subsequent structures built by the RNPC and the National

Park Service at Paradise continued in-this theme, creating a subalpine

variation of the Rustic Style in the park. ' ('

The steepiy-pitched roofs used on the majority of structures at Paradise
represent one alternative to dealing with Paradise’s heavy snowloads. The
reinforced concrete shallow-pitched roofs of the Comfort Station and the
nearby Edith Chlorination House represent another. The tremendous strain
placed on the structures at Paradise by snowfalls averaging 799+ inches/year
has resulted in numerous repairs and alterations to the buildings over the
years. Despite these changes, the cluster of structures around the Inn that
forms the Paradise Historic District retains a high degree of integrity of

design.

See the attached PNR Inventory Cards for more information regarding the
buildings within the Paradise Historic District.

[x_—ISee continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance C 4’.
Centifying official has considered th®®gnificance of this property in relation to other~®uperties:

[ Jnationally [ statewide [Jiocatly
Applicable National Register Criteria [ XA [ 18 [Kc¢ [CJo
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA (e |:] C D D E] E D F [a

Areaé of Significance (anter categories from instructions) Pariad of Significance Significant Dates

Architecture 1916 - 1937

Entertainment and Recreation

Politics/Government (Federal Administration)

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Parson Architect/Builder

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Paradise Historic District is significant for its association with

federal administration, management, and development of the national park |
(Criterion A). For most of the park’s history, the area called Paradise was
dominated by concession-built structures. The government did require a
presence at Paradise, and in 1911 a ranger cabin (no longer extant) was

built, later to be replaced by a ranger station (1921) which stands today as - -
the oldest government building within the historic district. This building
(P-001) was the first government-built structure in the park to have rock
masonry walls.

The district is a]so significant for its architecture, expressed in an .
"Alpine-Style" variation of the Rustic (Criterion C). This style espoused the
use of native materials, particularly wood and stone, to better blend man-
made structures with the natural environment. Neathered logs and native

boulders were incorporated into the design of the more prominent buildings in
the district.

Overali, the Paradise Historic District is a visually cohesive complex of
Rustic Style buildings which still convey their historical associations with
tourism and recreation in the national park. The Paradise Inn was desighated
a National Historic Landmark in 1987.

Six buildings comprise the Paradise Historic District. See the attached PNR
Inventory Cards for additional information regarding these buildings.

[X] see continuation sheet



9, Major Bibliographical Referew

SEE MULTIPLE PROPERTY DOCUMENTATION FORM

Provious documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary dstermination of individual listing (36 CFR &7)
has been requested

[X] previously listed in the National Register

l:]previously determined eligible by the National Register

[Xl designated a Nationai Historic Landmark

[ Jrecorded by Historic American Buitdings
Survey #

[ Irecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

[Isee continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
[T} siate historic preservation office
[ ]other State agency

Federal agency

[JLocai government

[ university

D Other

Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property Approximately 10 acres

UTM References
A11,0 [5]9.66,4,8 |(51181]9,7,0]
Zone  Easting Northing

ctlL0 1519,6]5:9,1] 15,118,119,7,8|

USGS Quad: Mount Rainier East, Washington

1:24,000 :

g L 1,0 |5|9|6|6|1|7] |§ll|§1|2]§§

Zone Easting Northing

olLoO (596560 (5182028

[Jsee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description Starting at the junction of the service road to the Inn and the
parking lot, then generally westward along the north edge of the parking lot to a foot
trail west of the comfort station, then northwest along that trail to a foot trail run-
ning northeast, then along that foot trail in a northeast direction to its junction with

a foot trail running southeast, then along that foot trail to its junction with the ser-
vice road, then northeast along the service road to its end, then easterly to the park road
that passes through Paradise Valley, then southwedt ] See continuation sheet aiong the park. road

to the point of beginning

Boundary Justification

The boundary was drawn to include all significant historic buildings and some land
encompassing the structures in order to convey the historic setting.

[:lSae continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

namentitte _otephanie Toothman, Ph.D, Chief, Cultural Resources Division

organizationNational Park Service, Pacific Northwest ReqioQate  September 1983

street & number 83 S. King Street, Suite 212

tetephone _(206) 442-0791

city or town Seattle

state Washington 7ip code 38104




PM N0 682 R National Park Service Westin Building, " 1920
M Pacitic Northwest Region 2001 Sixth Aver.
1. e 1D, NO INnVENTORY cCuitural Resources Division  Seattle, Washington 98121
2 NAME(S) OF STAUCTURE 5 QRIGINAL USE 7. CLASSIFICATION I 2. RATING
Ranger Statlon/ 10, DATE
Paradise Ranger Station - Living Quarters
3 SITE ADDRESS (STREET & NOY 6. PRESENT USE
1921
. NOQRTHING 11. REGION
Paradise P-001 | Ranger station : [TTTTTEE
4 CrrYIcINTY COUNTY STATE 124 ] \B28
Paradise Pierce Washington OTHER. NAME

12 OWNERJADMIN ADDRESS

NPS/Mount Rainier National Park, Tahoma Woods-Star Route, Ashford, Washington 38304

11 ‘NESCRIPION AND BACKGROUND HISTORY INCLUDING CONSTI’!UCTION DATE(S), PHY 5ICAL DIMENSIONS, MATEFIALS, MAJOR ALTERATIONS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND
IMPORTANT BUILDERS, ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, EYC.

Stone and timber frame; 1-1/2 stories; rectangular plan; steeply-pitched cedar shingle gable roof with projecting eaves
and verges; stone chimey; cedar siding at gable ends; full width one story stone porch accessed by stone steps,
off-center front door conposed of half logs; stone foundation; double hung casement windows; interior wood floors with
exposed log ceiling joists; first [loor ranger station, second floor offices.

This stone and timber frame building was designed to serve as the Paradise Ranger and Checking Station. Constructed in
1921 during the administration of Superintendent W.H. Peters, it was completed and opened for use in 1922. The design
for the distinctive, steeply pitched gable roof and rustic, rubble masonry walls was approved by Park Service Director
Stephen T. Mather. It measures 18' x 26' including a front porch 6' wide extending the full length of the front facade.
Originally, the first floor was operated as an information and checking station; the upper floor as a living quarters
with bedroom, bathroom and kitchen. 'The ranger station was occupied seasonally, generally from May through October.
During the winter of 1970-71, water pipes froze and burst with resulting damage to the living quarters. The bathroom
and kitchen facilities were subsequently removed and the upper floor was rempdeled for office space. A tinber lean-to
fire cache and workshop, constructed c.1930 at the rear of the building, was also removed c.1971. With the exception
of the cedar shingles under the gable ends which have replaced the original board and batten siding, the exterior is

14 CONDITION EXCELLENT GOO0 FALR DETERICRATED RUINS ' 15. DANGER OF DEMOLITION? YES NO UNKNOWH
D @ ! D D [j ISPECIFY THREAT) D D m

polelei i
largely wnaltered. Steel bracing and cables attached to the chimney at the building's rear provides bracing for the

structure during heavy winter snows.

Sipnificance

Destgned by the National Park Service, Landscape Engineering Division, the plans were approved by Stephen T. Mather in
May 1921. ~Consideration of the building's constructed at Mount Rainier to employ an extensive amount of stone, the
rubble masonry walls blend tastefully with the surrounding terrain. The inpressive steeply pitched gable roof was
built to withstand the large amounts of snowfall that occur at Paradise.
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1T PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION

P e
ARKING
REA
18 LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT?
[Jves Enoe {Oname
W PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY [JYes. LImITED [R] YES. UNLIMITED 20. L0STING NR Cnm {Unaas [Haer [OQnagn £nes [Ostate
0] no Clunxnawn SuRveYs COUNTY [Juocau Clotnen

21 REFEAENCES-= HISTORICAL REFERENCES, PERSONAL CONTACTS, ANIVOR CTIIER

- Interview with Lee Henkle, NPS Seasonal Ranger, Paradise, Washington, 8/23/82.

~ Building File P-001, Maintenance Division,
- Superintendent's Monthly Report, 28 July,
- Original Drawing, ''Paradise Checking Station - Paradise Valley,

Service, 28 May, 1921.

- Erwin N. Thompson, Mount Rainier Naticnal Park, Washington - Historic Resource Study (Denver, CO, N.P.S.,

- Robert L. Carper, Lis_t: of Classified Structures Inventory, (Denver, 00, N.P.S5., 1976).

Mount Rainier National Park, prepared by L.M. Moe 10/21/49; photo (no date).
1922, Archives, Mount Rainier National Park.
'* 1 sheet, approved by Stephen T. Mather, National Park

1981).

22 INVENTORIED BY

GGF

AFFILIATION

MORA Cultural Resource Survey

ATE
7/23/82




P70 6/82

1. S11E 1LD.NO rl I l [ l I

R National Park Service Westin Building, ™ 1920
Pacific Northwest Region 2001 Sixth Aver.
NTORY cuitural Resources Division ~ Seattle, Washington 98121
+

I\l VE

2 NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE 5. QRIGINAL USE 7. CLASSIFICATION g 7 RATING
’ 10 DATE
Paradise Comfort Station Restroom
3 SITE ADD!?ESS (STREET A NO) 8. PRESENT LISE i .
1928-29
_ 8. Jutm ZONE [eastivG NORTHING 1t REGION
Paradise P-304 Restroom ' . AENEN HEREN
4 CITY/VICINITY _COUNH' sr:\n: SCALE 124 1028
Paradise Pierce Washington OTHER- o

12 OWNER/ADMIN ADDAESS

NPS/Mount Rainier National Park, Tahoma Woods-Star Route, Ashford, Washington 98304

Q 11 O SCINE S HON AND TAGKGIOUND 1S FORY INGLUDING CONSTAUDCHION DATELR), PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS, MATENIALR, MAJON ALTERATIONS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND

IMPORTANT BUILDENS, ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, ETC , .

Reinforced concrete construction; 1 story; rectangular plan; low pitch, reinforced concrete gable roof with projecting
eaves and verges; stone chimey; stone veneer exterior; entrances at north and south facades, one with timber lean-to
shelter: casement windows; concrete floor; concrete foundation.

This reinforced concrete building with a stone veneer serves as a comfort station at Paradise. It was erected in 1928
by the National Park Service. Measuring 26' x 36' the comfort station was designed by the NPS Western Region, Branch
of Plans and Design, Thomas C. Vint, Chief Architect. The low pitched gable roof and random stone facing were com-
bined to harmonize with the sloping terrain and adjacent buildings. Construction began in July of 1928. taterials,
trucked from as far away as Ashford, were often delayed on portions of the Nisqually Road undergoing reconstruction.
Some of the stones were quarried from nearby. Higher than anticipated hauling costs delayed the opening of the
facility until the 1929 season. In addition, plans for installing a slate roof over the 6" reinforced concrete slab
were scrapped. The massive roof, designed to withstand snow loads of 35 pef to a depth of 35", was simply tarred

and graveled. Total expenditures for the facility amounted to $6,400. New fixtures have recently been installed

and the interior walls refinished with gypboard. With the exception of a lean-to shelter addition at the women's
room entrance, the comfort station remains largely unaltered.

CONDITION ) EXGELLENT [5) aoon FAIR DETERIONATED AUING 15. DANGER OF DEMOLITION? YES NO %] UNKNOWN
(W & 0 U a {SPECIFY THREAT) a O

SIGNIFICANCE .
Designed by the NPS, Western Region, Branch of Plans and Design in San Francisco with Thomas C. Vint, Chief Architect,
this comfort station, construcled wiih reinforced concrete, marks a significant departure from the standard stone and
timber materials used to build other restroom facilities in the park. The massiveness was required for the heavy
snowfalls that occur at Paradise. The stone veneer and low pitched gable roof were employed to blend the building in

with the surrounding terrain.



.\_/'

17 PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION

Parapise
INK

AREA

18. LOCATED 1N AN HISTORIC DISTRICT?

[ves Ene DNAME

18 PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY YES. LIMITED B0 YES. UNLIMITED 20. EXISTING [InA i [naBs [OJriaen-1 [Qriaen Kines [Os1ate
NO . [JunknOwN SURVEY [f COUNTY Thocad [JotHen

21, REFERENCES-HISTORICAL REFERENCES, PEASONAL CONTACTS, AND/OR OTHER

Building File P-304; Maintenance Division, Mount Rainier National Park; Waterhouse Report on Construction Activities 0
(with photos), 1928.

Original Drawing '‘Comfort Station - Paradise,' 1 sheet, recommended by Thomas C. Vint, NPS, 5/23/28 (DRG No. ),
Drawings and Document File, Maintenance Division, Mount Rainier National Park.

Robert L. Carper, List of Classified Structures Inventory (Denver, Colorado: NPS, 1976).

22 INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DAT.

GGF MDRA Cultural Resource Survey ) 7/23/82




Nationat Park Service

Westin Buiiding, © ~ 1920

PF 0 6/82
: ¥ Pacific Northwest Region 2001 Sixth Aver.
5. S1ic LD.NO | | | 1 l I I ] 1 I e VENTORY cultural Resources Division  Seattle, Washington 98121
? NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE 5. ORIGINAL USE 7. CLASSIFICATION ! ) _9 RATING
. 10 DATE
Paradise Ski-Tow Powerhouse Ski-Tow Powerhssd.

3 SITE ADDRESS (STREET & NO} 6, PRESENT USE 1937
11. AEGION

Paradise P-514

Storage Shed

EASTING NORTHING

éﬁd UTMIZON

HEEEEEE

HEE

4 CAITYVICINITY COUNTY

S1ATE

Washington

SCALE 124

OTHER -

QuUAD
NAME

Paradise Pierce
12 OWNER/ADMIN ADDAESS :

NPS/Mount Rainier National Park, Tah W

Y T
Q 11 OLSCHIPTION AND BAGCKGROUND HIS1ONY INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DAFE[S), PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS, MATERIALS, MAJOR ALTERATIONS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND

an%ular plan; steeply pitched cedar shingle gable roof; vertical board-and-batten
clapboard siding on north and south facades; cedar shingle siding to the rear;
second floor accessible by timber ladder; ground floor contains motor for ski-tow; wood skid foundation resting on

IMPOHTANT BUILDERS, ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, EIC

‘Timber A-frame; 1 1/2 stories; rect
siding under gable ends; horizontal

concrete blocks.

During the 1930's, Paradise Valley developed into a major northwest ski center.
were permitted in the national parks, the CCC constructed a portable ski-tow in 1937.

ashington 98304

As no permanent ski-lift facilities
The timber A-frame measured

about 12' x 14' and was designed to blend with the nearby Guide House and Paradise Ranger Station. An electrically-

powered motor and drum were housed in the ground floor.
to the top of Alta Vista. Winter time activities declined sharply at Paradise in the 1940's.

Wire ropes and pulleys comprised the ski-tow system rurming
With the construction

of private resorts outside the park in the 1950's, pressure for further development of Paradise Valley diminished.
The Ski-Tow Powerhouse remains as testimony to the era of peak wintertime activities at Mount Rainier.

. 14 CONDITION [excEeLLenT . dgooo.

Xlrar

[ JoeTERIORATED

[Qruins

15, DANGER OF OEMOUITION? DVES
(SPECIFY THREAT)

DNO [BUNKNOWN

laT%GNIFEIz"JI'.CETW Powerhouse was built by the CCC in 1937 as winter skiing in Paradise Valley reached its peak. It was

e

built to blend with the nearby Cuide liouse and Paradise Ranger Station (the steeply-pitched, cedar-shingled gable
roof with vertical board-and-batten siding under the gable ends was nearly identical to the Ranger Station's original
appearance). The Ski-Tow Powerhouse remains from this era, largely wumaltered.



(

e
.

Z

,P514
reoz
P304
[:] Paol
¥D PARADISE
131
PARKING
AREA

.' ) Q/ 3
[_]YES fgno N [ONAme

19. PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY [BVES, LIMITED

18 LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTAICT? ;] 1

(] YES. UNUIMITED mgﬁng‘}g;g NA Jnh {JHaes [MEEEE [CJnaer [Ones ()st1ate
Jno ¢ | UNKNOWN )

COUNTY {Cliocar [ClotHen
21, REFERENCES—HISTORICAL REFERENCES, PERSONAL CONTACTS, ANIVOR OTHERA

Building File P-SIK,‘Maintenance Division, Mount Rainier National Park; photographs {undated) .

Erwin N. Thonpscn,;hbunt Rainier National Park, Washington: Historic Resource Study, (Denver, CO: NPS, 1981) p.85.

|
Arthur D. Martinson,| "Mountain in the Sky: A History of Mount Rainier National Park™ Phd. dissertation, Washington
State University, 1966, pp.106-112.

22. INVENTORIED BY

’ AFFILIATION DATE
GGF ! : MORA Cultural Resource Survey 7/23/82

s . l



PF" N0 6/82

1. Snie LD.NO : [ I

11

BN

National Park Service
Pacific Northwest Region

Westin Buiiding,*~ 1920
2001 Sixth Aven

? NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE

Paradise Inn

(CARD 1 of 3)

5. ORIGINAL USE

~ Resort Hotel

!%v VENTORY cCuitural Resources Division ~ Seattle, Washington 98121
[}

7. CLASSIFICATION

9. RATING

10. DATE

3 SITE ADDRESS (STREET & NO)

Paradise P-600

8. PRESENT USE

Resort Hotel

1917

8. | UTM ZONE [easting

NOATHING 11, REGION

[ I | 1 [ ] 1

HEEEE

4 CITY/VICHINITY

Paradise

L 1.82.5

OTHER-

QuUAD
NAME

12 OWNER/ADMIN ADDRESS

1WA TAHT DU LENS, ANCHITEGCTS. ENGINEERS, ETC

Timber frame (log construction); 2-1/2 story; modified T-shape plan; steeply-pitched cedar shingle gable roof with
projecting eaves and verges; gable and shed dormers; stone chimeys; cedar shingle exterior walls; numerous double
hung sashes; glass double doors entrances into lobby; wood floors; eiposed whole log frame in lobby; rubble masonry
foundation: three wings-lobby, dining and hotel; kitchen wing remndeled c.1930; gift shop formed by porch enclosure
to the lobby's rear, c.1935; whole log exterior buttresses replaced with steel t-beams ¢.1980.

The Paradise Imn is a timber frame, resort hotel located in the subalpine region of Paradise Valley.
structed in 1916-17 under the auspices of the Rainier National Park Company.

It was con-

In 1916, Stephen T. Mather, director

of the fledgling Natjonal Park Service, brought together businessmen from Seattle and Tacoma to ‘form a large con-

cession enterprise in the park.

Mather believed such a dominent company was needed to upgrade visitor services.

The newly formed concessionmnaire undertook the erection of a lodge at Paradise modeled after a Swiss alpine chalet.

Designed by the architectural firm of Heath,Grove and Bell of Tacoma, foundation work commenced in July of 1916.
The site for the Imn had been hurriadly selected and surveyed.

Park Company operated Reeses ''Camp of the Clouds.™

During the Irm's construction the Rainier National

They had purchased from John Reese, the primitive, and according(cont'd

{JExCELLENT

. 14 CONDITION

Foooo

Oram

[JueterionaTen

15, DANGEA OF DEMOLITION?
{SPECIFY THREAT)

[ruins

munmown

Ores  [Owo

16. SIGNIFICANCE

The Paradise Imn was the first permanent resort hotel erected in a subalpine area in Mount Rainier National Park.

Visitation to Paradise Valley and the Inn increased dramatically upon completion of the structure in 1917.

The

Rainier National Park Company (formed with the support of Stephen T. Mather), one of the early park concessionnaires
built and operated the Inn. Their subsequent expansion of visitor facilities can be attributed to the success of

the resort hotel.

cedar was used in its conmstruction.

ticularly distinctive.

located in the lobby.

It is an architecturally distinct structure modeled after the Swiss alpine lodges.

Native Alaska

The lobby wing, containing exposed whole log trusses, posts and beams is par-
Two large stone fireplaces and handcrafted tables, chairs and benches of Alaska cedar are

The Inmn's exterior, covered with cedar shingles and containing numerous gable and shed dormers,
is slightly altered. Original exterior, whole log trim around doors and windows has been partially removed. New



18 LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT? © | D\"ES
|
|

19. PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY mgs' UNLIMITED

PARKING
AREA '
20. EXISTING [JnR Onr Hass
SURVEYS [Jcounty Choca [JaTHER

2! REFERENCES—HISTORICAL REFEHENL?ES. PERSONAL CONTACTS. ANDVOR QTHER
Building File P-GOO,R Maintenance Division, Mount Rainier National Park; sketch plan of roof, 1/75.

Erwin N. Thompson, Mount Rainier National Park, Washington: Historic Resource Study, (Denver, CO: NPS, 1981) pp.77-92.

|
Robert L. Carper, List of Classified Structures Inventory, (Denver, CO: NPS, 1976).

|
thly Report, 4 Jue 1925, Archives, Mount Rainier National Park.

Superintendent's Mon

Paul H.- Sceva, "Recollectis

- ons by the 0ld Man of the Muntain,"
Rainier National Pad !

Robert N. McIntyre, '}'Short History of Mount Rainier Nationmal Park' (1952), unpublished manuscript, Archives, Mount
Rainier National Parl‘c p.227 and 230.

22. INVENTORIED BY

AFFILIATION

MORA Cultural Resources Survey

PARADISE

reproduced. by the author, 1974, Archives, Mount




PM 0 6/82 R National Park Service Westin Buding, F 1920
‘ b Pacific Northwest Region 2001 Sixth Avern
1. Shie 10.NO [TTTT | VENTORY  cuitural Resources Division  Seattle, Washington 98121
2 MAME{S) OF STRUCTURE 5. ORIGINAL USE 7. CLASSIFICATION ' 3 RATING
(CARD 2 of 3) :
10, DATE
Paradise Imn Resort Hotel
31 SITE ADDRESS ISTREET & NO) 6. PRESENT USE :
1917
' NORTHING 11, REGION
Paradise P-600 Resort lotel HEEEEE
4 CRYAICINITY . COUNTY STATE . SCALE 124 1825 ouAD
Paradise Pierce Washington OTHER- . NAME

12 OWNER/ADMIN ADDRESS

NPS/Mount Rainier Mational Park, Tahoma Woods-Star Route, Ashford, Washington

;01 DESCNIPTION AHD BDACKOROUND HISTORY INCLUDING CONS 1RICTION DATELS), PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS, MATERIALS, MAJOR ALTERATIONS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND
IMIORTANT BUILDERS, ARCHHTECTS, ENGINEERS, ETC.

to Mather, unsightly arrangement of tents existing in Paradise Valley. Timber for the Imm, comprised of Alaska
cedar, was gathered from a nearby silver forest (a fire swept area). The resort hotel was opened for business

in July 1, 1917.

The lobby area (measuring 50' x 112') contained an exposed whole log frame. Cormected to the lobby was a dining
room (50' x 100') containing a kitchen wing (38" x 40'). Located above the dining area on the second floor were
twenty eight guest rooms. A three story wing off the rear of the dining area and lobby contained: a ground floor
with baths and toilets, a second floor with suites (each with private baths) and a third floor with ''sleeping
rooms." The Inn was immediately successful. Visitors preferred the more refined sleeping accommdations rather
than the tent camps. In 1920, the Rainier National Park Company erected an addition to the Inn known as the Amex
(see entry of Paradise Irm Amnex P-602). In 1925, a mezzanine level was added around the lobby's interior. With
the improvement of the road from Longmire to Paradise in the twenties, visitation to the Imm further increased.

A complex of 215 frame cabins was constructed nearby in 1930 replacing, the old tent camp. The Paradise Lodge
built in 1931 provided services for the cabins and for the first time, visitor facilities opened year round. The
Paradise Inn, however, continued to operate seasonally. Around 1935 Paul Sceva, general manaper of the Rainier (cont'-)

‘ 14 CONDITION [JExCELLENT (QOosoon Qran {Joetenonaien [CJruins 15. DANGER OF DEMOLITION?  [T]YES Qne [JunknowN

{SPECIFY THREAT}

16 SIGNIFICANCE
steel teebeam buttresses encased in logs have replaced the original.



N

17 PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION H

18 LOCATED iN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT? Oyves OJne [Jame
18 PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY DYES‘ LIMITED :]vgs, UNLIMITED 20. EXISTING NR Cne DHABS [JHaER-1 DHAER [nes [state
]
[~o [ UNKNOWN SURVEY COUNTY [Oreca [JotHer
21 REFEAENCES- HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS. ANIVOR OTHER ‘

22 INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DATE




P 0 6/82 _, R National Park Service Westin Buikiing,” 11920
& Pacific Northwest Region 2001 Sixth Aver.
1. Sue 1D.NO [TT7T IWVENTORY  Cuttural Resources Division ~ Seattle, Washington 98121
7 NAME(S} OF STRUCTURE 5. OMIGINAL USE 1 CLASSIFICATION ’ i 2. RATING
: (CARD 3 of 3) ) ' 10, DATE
Paradise Imn Resort Hotel
3 SITE ADDRESS (STREET & NO) 6. PAESENT USE
: 1917
’ NORTHING 1t. REGIOM
Paradise P-600 : Resort Hotel 11711
4 CITYVICINITY COUNTY STATE "
Paradise Pierce Washington NAME

12. OWNER/ADMIN ADDRESS

NPS/Mount Rainier National Park, Tshoma Woods-Star Route, Ashford, Washington

. TUD SR IO AND TTACK GRENND HISTORY INCLEIDING CONS TG TION DATLE, PLEPSICAL DIMINSIONS, MATEIIALS, MAJON ALTENADIONS, EXTANT EQUIPMINT, AND
tc )

FRPOITARM T HUIL DENG, ANCHITECTS, TNGINEERS, E

National Park Company, ordered the demolition of the original kitchen wing. It was replaced with a new, larger one.
Sceva was also responsible for the porch enclosure off the rear of the lobby for use as a gift shop.

Further development of Paradise Valley was curtailed in the late thirties as the Depression wore on. The numerous
cabins never proved to be popular, and were sold as defense housing in 1942. The Inn deteriorated in the fortiesdue
to . inadequate maintenance. In 1952, the financially ailing Rainier National Park Company sold their assets to
the NPS. The NPS thereupon leased the Imn to the concessiommaire. Various maintenance was performed over the
next decade including miscellaneous shingling and painting. Additionally, an employees cafeteria was installed

in the kitchen. Despite the repairs, dissatisfaction with the Imm's condition and visitor facilities at Paradise °
was expressed by the public, povermment officials and concessiommaires. The 'Mission 66" program called for the
removal of the Im and conversion of Paradise into a day use area only. Public pressure to retain the Inn pre-
vailed. In 1980, remnovation to improve the fire safety and lobby's structural stability were carried out. A

new sprinkler system was installed. The existing whole log buttresses were replaced with steel tee beams encased
in half logs. Tie rods were installed throughout the lobby's interior. At an unknown date, exterior whole log
trim around doors and windows was partially removed. New cedar shingles were installed in various locations.

' . N? owi
.¢ 4 CONDITION [ ExCELLENT Osooo Oran [JoetertoraTeD Oruiss 15 &.;réglsgqff‘gssrrc;u'no Orves Owe [Junknown
POERITRBER
The Inn continues to retain its original exterior lines and the lobby interior remains largely unaltered. Guest
Services Incorporated currently operates Lhe fnnoon o scasonal basis,

The Paradise Inn was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1987.
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N0 6/82 NR National Park Service Westin Buiiding,” 1920
Pacific Northwest Region 2001 Sixth Aver,
1. SITE LO.NO CTTTT1HI L INVENTORY  cCuttural Resources Division  Seattle, Washington 98121
2 NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE 5. ORIGINAL USE 7. CLASSIFICATION l . 9. RATING
10. DATE
© Armex to the Paradise Imn Hotel
3 SHE ADDRESS {STREET & NO) 6 PRESENT USE
1920
8 | UTM ZONE [EASTING NORTHING : 11. REGION
Paradise P-601 Hotel k] [ [ | I I | l I I | I
4 cnwwc!m‘rv COUNTY STATE SCALE 1:24 1.625 QUAD.
Paradise Pierce Washington OTHER. NAME

12. OWNER/ADMIN ADDRESS
NPS/Mount Rainier National Park, Tahoma Woods-Star Route, Ashford, Washingtron 98304

13 DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND HISTORY INCLUDING CONS THUS TION DATE(S), PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS, MATCRIALS, MAJOR ALTERATIONS, EXTANT EQUIFMENT, AND

IMPORTANT BUILDERS. ANCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, ETC.

Timber frame; 3'1/2-stories with basement; rectangular plan; steeply-pitched, cedar-shingle roof with intersecting
gables; shed dormers; projecting eaves and verges; cedar-shingled exterior; interior containing wood floor, finished
walls and ceilings, double-hung sashes; entrance to annex by means of timber bridge walkway (late 1920's); stone
foundation; a portion of what was to be the central pavillion (of stone) exists at the northeast corner.

The "Annex'' to the Paradise Inn was erected in 1920 under the auspices of the Rainier National Park Company. When
the inn was originally constructed in 1916, it was believed that visitors would continue to use the expanded tent
camp facilities. The imn initially contained only a few rooms, none of which had individual bathroom facilities.

To accommodate the public's desire for private rooms with baths, the amnex was built. An open bridge commected

the east wing of the inn to the anmex. The three-and-one-half story timber-frame building was designed by Seattle
architect Harlan Thomas. Original plans called for a larger and grander structure than was actually buile. It
was to be over 300" long and contain a taller central pavillion made of stone. The central pavillion was to commect
with the east wing of the inn. The smaller wings to either side of the pavillion were to contain exposed log framing.
Only the south wing of the proposed armex was built and without the log framing. It does contain a distinctive
steeply-pitched roof with intersecting gables and numerous shed dormers. The exterior is covered with cedar shingles
14 CONDITION szcmenf [Jeooo Hrar [JOETERIONATED Oruins 15, %ﬁ%fgc%;ggrguﬂom Oves One fg] UNKNOwN

18 SIGNIFICANCE
Though original plans for the annex to the Paradise Tnn called for a much larger building with a central stone
pavillion and two timber-frame wings, only a portion was erected. The annex, completed in 1920, was linked to
the inn with a timber-frame walkway. 'The building contains a distinctive steeply-pitched roof with intersecting
gables.
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17. PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION

The arnex measures approximately &44' x 125°'.
"permanent'’ enclosed wallway was built between the imn and the amnex.
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It continues to function as a hotel facility.

In the late twenties a
Manager Paul Sceva supervised the construction.

18 LOCATED IN AN HISTOAIC DISTRICT? [Jves (3o Oname
9. PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY [ ¥es. LmiTED (] YES. UNLIMITED 0. EXISTING NR [Onr nases [ IHaeR Oraer nes  [(JsTATE
o (] unkNOwN SURVEYS COUNTY {Jroca [JotHea )

21 AEFERENCES—HISTORICAL REFERENCES, PERSONAL CONTACTS, AND/OR OTHER

Building File P-602, Maintenance Division, Mount Rainier National Park.

Paul H. Sceva, Recollections by "The Old Man of the Mountain,' 1972, Archives, Mount Rainier National Park, pp.137-41.

Erwin N. Thompson, Mount Rainier National Park, Washington: Historic Resource Study, (Denver, 00: NPS, 1981) p.-82 & 89.

David E. Snow, Mount Rainier Paradise Inn: Historie Structure Report, (Denver, CO: WPS, 1979), pp.32-34 & p.142

(historic drawings).

Robert L. Carper, List of Classified Structures Inventory, (Denver, C0: NPS, 1976).

22 INVENTORIED BY
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P70 682 ' R National Park Service Westin Buiding,” 1920
' : L Pacific Northwest Region 2001 Sixth Aven.
1. SNELD.NO [TTTTTT]1 INVENTORY  Cutural Resources Division _ Seattle, Washington 98121
? NAMEIS) OF STAUCTURE fﬁ&gg&&ﬁe 7. CLASSIFICATION T 1E RATING
Climber's ———
Paradise Guide House Guide House
3 SITE ADDRESS {STREET A NO) 4. PRESENT USE 1920
c.
P :d' P 602 m%zﬂd NORTHING 11. REGION
- e ey
[T T 1T
4 CITYVICINITY COuUNTY STATE
Paradise 'Pierce Washington OTHER. NAME

12 OWHER/ADMIN ADDRESS )
NPS/Mount Rainier Mational Park, Tahoma Woods-Star Route, Ashford, Washington 98304

D) IEGCTIBTION AMND BACK GHEOUND HISTORY INCLUDING GONSTHUGTION DAFES), PHYSICAL INMENSIONS, MATERIALS, MAJOR ALTERATIONS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND
IMPOIVTANT BUILDENS, ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, ETC.

Timber frame; 3 1/2 story; rectangular plan; steeply pitched, cedar shingle gambrel roof with projecting verges;' brick
chimey; shed dormers; cedar shingle siding and exposed whole log trim veneer; front center entrance; double hung sashes
and sliding glass windows; wood floors; stone masonry and concrete foundation.

The Cuidé Service building was erected c.1920 by the Rainier National Park Company during their initial expansion of
visitor facilities in Paradise Valley (1916-1920). Measuring 32'-0" x 74' x 4", the timber frame building contains
a distinctive, steeply pitched gambrel roof, the only one of its kind in the park. The exterior walls are shingled
with cedar and a whole log trim around the windows lends a log frame appearance to the building. The first floor is
occupied by Rainier Mountaineering, Inc., a guide service leading climbs of Mount Rainier. An auditorium and stage,
original to the basement interior, was used for lectures and moticn pictures. The upper three floors contain
dormitory rooms. The Guide House has been associated with climbing expeditions of Mount Rainier since the time of
its construction. Its exterior has been slightly altered; several windows and the original west entrance have been
removed; new plexi-glass 'bubbles' associated with the fire escape mechanisms installed,and concrete added to the
foundation. . : ,

- 14 CONDITION EXCELLENT GOCn mFAIR DETERIORATED RUINS 15, DANGER OF DEMOLITION? YES NG UNKNOWN
. D D D D ' (SPECIFY THREAT) D D m

1% SIGNIFICANCE .
The Guide House was originally erected by the Rainier MNational Park Company c¢.1920 during their early expansion of
visitor facilities in Paradise Valley. It has been continuously associated with climbing expeditions of Mount
Rainier. The building's gambrel roof is the only one of its kind in the park. '
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21 AEFERENCES—-HISTORICAL REFERENCES, PERSONAL CONTACTS, ANDVOR OTHER
Building File P-602, Maintenance Division, Mount Rainier National Park: Sketch Plan; photo dated 1962, .

Robert N. McIntyre, "Short History of Mount Rainier National Park' (1952) unpublished manuscript, Archives, Mount
Rainier Mational Park, p.23. ‘ T

Robert L. Carper, List of Classified Structures Inventory (Denver, Colorado: NPS, 1976).

Erwin N. Thompson, Mount Rainier National Park, Washington: Historical Resource Study (Denver, Colorado: NPS, 1981).

22 INVENTORIED BY . AFFILIATION DATE
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NRIS Reference Number: 91000174 Date Listed: .3/13/91
Paradise Historic District Pierce WA
Property Name County Btate

Historic Resources of Mount Rainier National Park
Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstandlng the National Park Service certlfication included
in the nomination documentation.

@ulmitfﬁ /s 3/13/4;

#V Signature 'of the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

Classification: The Number of Resources within Property should
be amended to read: one noncontributing building and a total of
one noncontributing resource.

This information was confirmed with Stephanie Toothman of the
Pacific Northwest Regional Office NPS. . -

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)




